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WELCOME! 

The Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs is pleased towel
come a new member club, the Fort Atkinson Stamp Club. This club 
has been meeting regularly for about the last three years and, 
though not large, carries weight beyond its numbers, according 
to reports. Their joining the Federation is largely the result 
of the efforts of Al Vick, Southwest Regional VP. 

In addition, WFSC has accepted two members-at-large, Lois 
Heft and Eliot Landau. Lois Heft of Madison is best known as 
the sponsor of Madpex, an annual show staged in the Madison 
area (November 1-2, this year), She has also been actively 
working on WFSC's behalf, especially in the area of recruiting 
new member clubs. 

Mr. Landau is a Wisconsonite currently residing in Illi
nois. He has been accepted as a member-at-large for purposes 
of exhibiting at Wiscopex this fall. 

The Federation extends its welcome to these new members and 
looks forward to formally reading them into the Roll of Clubs and 
Members at the Annual Convention to be held September 27, 1986 
in Milwaukee. 

Rest Easy, Honored Friend 

It is with sorrow that I must announce the passing of 
O.H. •curly" Ochs on March 17, 1986. He was widely known 
throughout the Federation, WFSC President, 19601 inducted into 
the Hall of Fame, 198J, charter and life member of the Fond du 
Lac Stamp Club and the Wisconsin Christmas Seal and Charity 
Stamp Society, one of the true Footloose Filatelists. 

I'm going to miss his boldly written, cheery letters, and 
it won't be easy to remove his name from my mailing list. He 
was the first person who wrote to me when I became Editor. 

I'd like to close with Curly's comments upon being induc
ted into the Hall of Fame as reported by Bob Sommerfeldt in the 
Fond du Lac •Reporter• of April 24, 198J, 

I appreciate the honor, 
but I don't think I deserve it. 

They're throwing me in 
with some very important people. 

From the Lakeshore 

The Sheboygan Stamp Club (SSC) has been busy lately. They've 
elected new officers, President David Smith, Vice President Leatrice 
Harris, Secretary Bernie Nowicki, and Treasurer Robert Keppert. 
In addition, David E. Markgraf has been named to the Board of 
Directors. 

At a recent meeting, the SSC also honored one of its mem
bers. It was fifty years ago, on February 2J, 19J6, that Ray Van 

At a recent meeting, the SSC al.so honored one of its members. 
It was fifty years ago, on February 2J, 19J6, that Ray Van Handel 
joined the SSC. In honor of the event, Mr. Van Handel was pre
sented with an Honorary Life Membership in the Sheboygan Stamp 
Club and a monetary token of SSC's esteem and gratitude. 
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The Board Meets 

The Executive Board of WFSC met for four hours at Milcopex 
on March 1st. To everyone's surprise, the meeting was exception
ally well organized and productive as such things go. A great 
deal of time was spent ironing out details for Wiscopex '86 as 
there had been no time to get this done in committee beforehand, 
but the remainder of the lengthy agenda was accomplished with 
admirable dispatch. We're learning! 

Several items, beyond the standard committee reports, are 
briefly noted. 

MaryAnn Bowman detailed the plans for the WFSC table at 
Ameripex and was commended for her work on this. Federation 
members attending Ameripex are urged to stop by the table whi le 
visiting the show. Ameripex is likely to be quite confusing to 
most visitors: WFSC can help alleviate this. 

It was universally agreed that the present WFSC Bylaws are 
out of date and no longer sufficient to serve the needs of the 
Federation or its members. It is ver y likely that Wiscopex '87 
will be a Constitutional Convention of WFSC. Work on prelimi
nary drafts is proceeding and documents from other federat i ons 
are being sollicited, received and scrutinized . 

As reported by Doug Henkle, nominations for the Hall of 
Fame have been received, are in order, and will be acted upon. 

In response to the national and state-wide recognition of 
WFSC, Karen Weigt and MaryAnn Bowman were appointed to serve on 
a newly created WFSC Publicity and Public Relations Committee. 

Kirk Becker was charged with overseeing the re-organization 
of the WFSC Standing Committee on Exhibitions which presently 
has no members. 

Under new business, the following actions were taken: 
Robert Mather was officially appointed the Wisconsin Stamp 

Suggestion Committee, a position he has ably discharged for the 
last year or so. · 

It was decided that combination stamp and coin clubs will 
be accepted into the Federation based on their total membership, 
regardless of the specific collecting interest of their indivi
dual members. 

Requests for the WFSC mailing list were considered. The 
preparation of an anonymous mailing list, containing no indi
vidual names, was authorized. Requests for the list will be 
considered individually and must be directed to the Secretary 
at the Central Office. A charge may be made for this service 
to non-WFSC groups or individuals. It was noted that extreme 
care must be taken with the WFSC mailing list, WFSC members 
have, in many cases, requested confidentiality regarding their 
membership lists. These requests will be honored by WFSC. 

The general chaos regarding ATF rate policies was noted 
and a new Rate Card authorized. Official apologies for the 
confusion were extended to all WFSC clubs, Sheboygan, Kenosha, 
and Outagamie in particular. 

The remainder of the meeting concerned problems of internal 
co-unication and long range plans. No firm decisions were made. 
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Attention! 

With this month's mailing of ATF, your club's Official WFSC 
Contact Person will have received two special pieces of information 
which will not be reprinted in ATF. The first is a copy of the 
WFSC Mailing List, and the second is the revised ATF Rate Card. 

The mailing list is complete for member clubs of the Federa
tion and also lists regular meeting dates and places for each club. 
It has been prepared by the Secretary, Karen Weigt, and is supplied 
in hopes of fostering direct communication between Federation mem
bers. The Federation officers have met many fine people through
out the state and would like to share that experience with you. 

The ATF Rate Card was ordered revised at the WFSC Executive 
Board Meeting at Milcopex on March 1st. It was revised in response 
to the numerous complaints and widespread confusion that resulted 
the last time the Rate Card was revised in September of '85, It 
is hoped that the new Rate Card is clear and straightforward. 

If you or your club has need of the information described 
above, please look to your Official WFSC Contact Person, he or she 
should have the information. The Secretary and Editor are also 
available, of course, for any questions that arise. 

Adults-- EXHIBITORS --Juniors 

The WFSC Executive Board has clarified the policy regarding 
the Champion of Champions competition for Wiscopex '86. If your 
exhibit has received a Best in Show award at any WFSC member club 
show between 1 April 1985 and 1 April 1986, it is eligible to 
compete for the 1986 Champion of Champions Award this fall. You, 
as exhibitor, must also be a member of a WFSC club as Wiscopex is 
a closed show. A prospectus and entry form are available from 
your club's secretary or directly from Gaylord Yost, Wiscopex '86 
Exhibits, P.O. Box 101J, Milwaukee, WI 5J201-101J. 

The Board has also decided to reduce the minimum requirement 
for junior exhibits at Wiscopex '86 from two frames (2.4 pages) to 
one frame of twelve pages. There will be no frame charge for 
junior exhibits, as previously mentioned. 

It was brought to the attention of the Board by Bob Meyer 
that WFSC clubs should be proud of their exhibitors, considering 
the time and expense involved in preparing and entering an exhibit. 
He also pointed out that the Wauwatosa club pays all expenses for 
entering the winning exhibit from Tosapex in the Champion of Cham
pions competition at Wiscopex. It is hope that other clubs will 
feel sufficient pride in their winners to consider doing likewise. 

In a related action, the Milwaukee Philatelic Society stated 
that it would underwrite the expected $180. in costs for having 
three WFSC judges at Wiscopex '86. 

T W O B U S E S T O A M E R I P E X ! 

The bus to AMERIPEX ha s been fill ed. But nev e r f ear, arrangement s have 
been made for a second bu s . There i s s till pl e nty of room on the second 
bu s , but seat s are se lling fa s t so don't de lay. Writ e to Bob Spark s , 
328 E . Doty Ave , Ne~nah, WI 54956-2974 for r ese rvation s . The f ee wi 1 l 
be $11.00 For the bu s trip and admi ss i o n f ee . 

The detail s of the trip are as fol lows : Sa turday May 31 , 1986; de part 
Valley Fair Mall at 6:00 AM, Fox Point Neenah at 6:10 AM, Prangeway in 
in Oshkosh at 6:25 AM, and Forest Mall in Fond du Lac at 7:00 AM. Return 
wi 11 be after the show closes at 6:00 PM. The r e i s a po ss ibility that 
we may be stopping in Milwaukee for supper at a wid e ly acc laimed 
smorga sbord - thi s will be decided by the participant s . 

Courtesy Outagamie Philatelic Society 

Editor's Note, At last report from Bob Sparks, there were just 
over a dozen seats left. This could be Wisconsin Dey at Ameripex, 
the Milwaukee Philatelic Society will also be down to Chicago in 
force on the Jlst. Sounds like a good time to me--eee ya there! 
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Handbook Update 

Pre-publication orders for the Wisconsin on Stamps Handbook 
will be accepted by the Editor through May 21st.° The cost is 
$5.00 per copy plus postage. Postage costs raay be lowered or 
eliminated by member clubs wishing to place bulk orders. Several 
clubs have already placed such orders. 

Distribution is scheduled to begin on May 17th. Quantities 
of the Handbook will be available in Appleton, Madison, and Mil
waukee on that date. 

After May 21st, the cost per volume will be $6.00. Copies 
will be available at the WFSC table at Ameripex (previously ordered 
copies may also be picked up at Ameripex). Copies will also be 
available through the Editor. 

Order your club's copies soon! Orders placed before May 15th 
stand the best chance of being filled with no extra charge for 
postage. Please 11ake ckecks payable to Kirk Becker and mail orders 
to him at 1688 Shawano Av. #14, Green Bay, WI 54JOJ. 

Looking for the •Joining With Juniors• and "Back to Basics" 
columns? Sorry, but they have been deleted from this issue in 
order to give their authors some breathing room. They will re
turn in the lllay issue . 

• 
Countdown to AMERIPEX 

by Gene Bowman 
Midwest Commisioner 

AMERIPEX 

480 PRECIOUS MINUTES A DAY 

HOW CAN YOU SPEND THEM? 

800 EXHIBITS 

4,000 FRAMES 

72 , 000 PAGES 

36 SECONDS PER EXHIBIT 

7. 2 SECOl.fflS PER FRAME 

4/10 SECOND PER PAGE 

You probably won't be able to look at all of the exhibits as closely 
as you would like. You will have to be selective. Be sure to obtain a 
program listing all of the exhibits. You will hotice that they are 
grouped according to geographical location, topical, postal history, 
airmail, etc. This will help you zero in on the exhibits of most interest 
to you. Don't miss the special exhibits presented by the Queen of Eng
land, Prince of Monaco, and the Prince of Thurn and Taxis. Each will 
have selected pages from their collections on exhibit. Also, it is 
rumored that the world's rarest stamp the 1 ¢ magenta British Guiana 
which last sold for $980,000 will be on display for the first time ever 
in a competitive exhibit. uPside down flying jennys? Pretty good chance 
you will get to see one or more of those. This may be your once in a 
lifetime opportunity to see most of the philatelic rarities of the 
world. oon't miss Ameripexl 
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SYMBOLS OF WISCONSIN 

The State Capitol 
When Wisconsin first became a territory in 
18J6, it needed a place for lawmakers to meet. 
As Wisconsin Territory included parts of what 
today are Iowa, Minnesota, and the Dakotas, 
Belmont, in southwestern Wisconsin, was named 
the capital. 
Belmont was only a temporary choice for the 
capital. Lawmakers had to decide on a new and 

permanent location. There was much discussion on the matter as 
everyone had his favorite town to suggest. An added consideration 
was that Congress would provide $20,000. to cover the cost of new 
government buildings, 
Judge James Doty suggested that the capital be built on a site 
where no city yet existed. James Doty owned a large amount of 
land between Lake Mendota and Lake Monona. He persuaded the Wis
consin lawmakers to build the new capital on his land. The town 
was to be named Madison, in honor of the touth U.S. President. 
Construction on the firtst Capitol in Madison (second in the state) 
was begun on July 4, 18)7, As the new Capitol at Madison was not 
completed in time for the Legislature, lawmakers met in Burlington 
(today part of Iowa) in 18J7, In 18J8, Wisconsin lawmakers spent 
their first winter on Capitol Hill. Built at a cost of $60,000,, 
this building soon proved inadequate for the growing needs of the 
state. In 1857, the Legislature provided for a larger building, 
and additions were completed in 1869. On February 27, 1904, fire 
destroyed most of the interior of the second Capitol. 
The Capitol, as we know it today, is the third on that 
site. It is situated on an elevation commanding a 
view of lakes Mendota and Monona. It was built in 
1907 and mixed the French and Italian Renaissance 
styles of architecture. Finished in 1917, it cost 
$7,258,763.75. Thirty-six different types of marble 
and granite were used in its construction. The exter
ior was constructed of white, Bethel Vermont granite. 
In the center is a huge dome, the only granite capi
tol dome in the United . States. The dome is the second highest in 
America and ranks second only to the National Capitol in Washing
ton, D.C. From the dome, four wings extend in the direction of 
the cardinal points of the compass. The interior contains many 
elaborate paintings and murals. 
A bronze statue, Miss Forward, stands on top of the dome. Her 
right arm is outstretched, representing the state motto, "Forward." 
Her left hand holds a globe with an eagle perched atop. On her 
head is a helmet, the crest containing the outline of a badger. 
The statue is over fifteen feet high and weighs over three tons. 
The J¢ stamp shown above had its first day in Madison on May 29, 
1948. It commemorates the centenary of Wisconsin's statehood. 
The 9¢ coil depicting our nation's capitol had its first day of 
issue on March 5, 1976 in Milwaukee, WI. 

Please note that this page of ATF is a sample page from 
The Wisconsin on Sta8}s Handbook, This sample page is reduced, 
actual size wiIT be by 11 inches. 

It's going to be nice and worth having. 
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In The Spotlight, WFSC, Milcopex, and YOU 

MII.DJPEX weekend (Feb. 28 - Mar. 2) was a long and exhausting three days 
for many of the members of the WFSC Executive Camnittee. It was highlighted 
by a four-hour business meeting on Mar. 1, where many decisions were made 
regarding future activities of the Federation . It wasn't until early Sunday 
afternoon that the newly appointed Publicity and Public Relations Ccmnittee 
realized they had encountered their first crisis. 

Iloug GalaszeWBki pointed out there were several reams of the up--ccming 
WISCDPEX publicity flyers still left in a box underneath the registration 
table, and Federation officers might want to take them along and get them 
distributed at other locations. Naturally, the best place for them \\UU.ld be 
at WFSC member club shows to take place within the next few months, but HOW 
to get them there? Most of the Regional VP's had already left and things were 
beginning to wind clown. D:>llar signs were flashing at thoughts of costs for 
postage. Suddenly a brainstonn--let's get sane folks who are here yet at 
MII.DJPEX to hand deliver stacks of flyers back to their hCflle clubs. We managed 

to track down messengers for the Green Bay and Outagamie Philatelic Societies, 
but what about all the rest? 

As it turned out, the Ccmnittee's dilemna evolved into a PR stroke of luck. 
The loudspeaker system was used to page: "Anyone here from Sheboygan Stamp 
Club, please report to the reception desk--anyone from Manitowoc, anyone from 
Lake County, etc." What a pleasure to see stamp collectors eagerly respond to 
a call in the name of their local club. Not only was the WFSC Ccmnittee able 
to get flyers distributed, but it also had the opportunity to shake hands and 
meet with several wonderful individuals who gathered in a group at the desk. 
We got a chance to spend a bit more tiroe with sane, and heard about problems 
their clubs were experiencing; in addition, we were able to tell them about 
Federation plans of new services and activities. 

PEOPLE AND CLUBS WORKING TOGETHER--IT TOPPED OFF THE WEEKEND! 

Free Tickets 

. S~a111p Collecting Booklet covers ~hich will serve as one day 
admission tickets to Ameripex are available free for the asking 
from Bob Meyer, WFSC Vice President, P.O. Box 25802, Milwaukee, 
WI 53225. Please enclose SASE with your request. 

Closed Album 

The Sheboygan Stamp Club wishes to announce the passing of 
Norman Wilbert, a member since 4 May 19J8, on JO November 1985, 

PHILATELIC rnY.lA 

congratulations to the February winners! sue Last, William cogger, 
and Bobby Joslin (junior) were the most recent winners of the philatelic 
trivia contest. '!'hey were awarded a misperf of the 9¢ Right to Assemble 
coil. would you like to be a winner? Enter today! 

1. Who is pictured on U.S. Scott #2? 
2. What is the main feature of the 2¢ Edison commemorative of 1929? 
3. Whistlers Mother is portrayed on a 36 1934 commemorative that 

honors what event? 
4. How many stamps composed the Army-Navy issue of 1936-1937? 
5. In what year was the Wisconsin centennial honored with a 

commemorative stamp? 
Submit your answers• in letter or postcard. Be sure your entry 

includes your name, club affiliation, and whether you are an adult or 
junior member. All entries must be received by the last ~ay of the month. 
Three philatelic prizes will be awarded from a drawing made of correct 
answers. A future ATF will give the correct answers and name the winners. 
'l'he prize will be sent to the club president or representative for pre
sentation at a regular club meeting. Send entries to Gene Bowman, 
P.O. Box 1451, Waukesha, WI 53187. 

Answers to the March contest: 1) three - single and double line 
USPS and one postage stamp with USIR watermarks, 2) 1961, 1962, 1963, 
1964, and 1965, 3) "Save our Soil" 4) Blood, and 5) a guitar. 
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Stamp Show Calendar 
continued from back page 

October 25-261 TOSAPEX '86, Wauwatosa Philatelic Society, Inc. 
November 1-2• MADPEX IV, Lois Heft, WFSC member-at-large. Forum 

Building, Dane County Fair Grounds. 
August 29-301 WISCOPEX '87, Fond du Lac Stamp Club, Fond du Lac 

Holiday Inn. 

ATF Classifieds 

WANTED, Outstandin~ Exhibits from all WFSC member clubs for dis
play at Wiscopex 1 6. Prospectus and Entry Form available from 
your club secretary or Gaylord Yost, Wiscopex '86, P.O. Box 101J, 
Milwaukee, WI 5J201-101J. SASE appreciated. 

Wanted, Kuwait's first booklet, Scott 140a-144a, set of five panes, 
unexploded preferred. Offering twice catalog. Write first, reply 
assured. Gordon Lindner, JJ7 Abrams, Green Bay, WI 54J02. 

WPHS Special Award 

The Wisconsin Postal History Society wishes it to be known 
that they will supply an award certificate for the best postal 
history exhibit at any stamp show sponsored by a WFSC club . Only 
the Sheboygan club has regularly made use of this award. Please 
consult your club's copy of the WFSC Mailing List for the address 
of WPHS, Frank would be delighted to hear from you and honor your 
request for an award cert i ficate to be used at your next show. 

AD SPACE 
FOR HIRE 
--COUPON--

This ad is a coupon good for a 50% 
discount on the cost of any regular 
typed ad or a JO% discount on the 
cost of any typed¼ page ad. 
Please consult the revised ATP Rate 
Card for normal costs and policies, 
your club's WFSC Contact will have 
a copy. 
This coupon expires 21 May 1986. 
One coupon per person, please. 

Supporting your Federation 
makes "cents" 
in many ways. 
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OUTAPEX 
1986 

APRIL 12 & 13 
10-5 each day 

VALLEY FAIR MALL 

2145 S. Memorial Drive 
Appleton, Wis. 

OUTAP!X '811 STATION 
APPLITON, WI !54lli!5 



Stamp Show Calendar 
April S-61 SHEPEX '86, Sheboygan Stamp Club. Sheboygan Rehabili

tation Center, 1305 St. Clair Ave., Sheboygan. 
April 12-13: OUTAPEX '86, Outagamie and Oshkosh Philatelic Societies. 

Valley Fair Mall, 2145 S. Memorial Drive, Appleton. 10-5. 
April 13, Public Auction, Manitowoc Philatelic Society. Club Billmar 

supper club, 3627 Cty Trunk CR, Manitowoc . Viewing, 111301 
Auction, 1100. 

April 19: Public Auction at Downtown Holiday Inn, Green Bay. 
Wm. B. Robinson, 1641 Bruce Ln., Green Bay, WI 54303. 

April 19-20, POLAPEX '86, Polish American Stamp Club. Kilbourn 
Walker Hall, MECCA, Milwaukee. 

April 26-271 LACOPEX '86, Lake County Philatelic Society. Lakehurst 
Shopping Center, Belvidere Rd. and Rt. 41, Room 120. 

May 4, Green Bay Spring Stamp and Coin Show, Wm. B. Robinson. 
Downtown Holiday Inn, Green Bay. 

!!l!!Y...1.1• Appleton Stamp and Coin Show, R & M Stamps. Please see 
display ad below for details. 

May 22-June 1, AMERIPEX, Everybody. Chicago. 
September 20-21, WALCOPEX '86, Walworth County Stamp Club. YMCA, 

203 S. Wells, Lake Geneva. 
September 27-281 WISCOPEX '86 with Stampfest '86, WFSC and Mil

waukee Philatelic Society. MECCA, Milwaukee. 
September 27-28, WaUSApex '86, Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society. 

Wausau. 

[I 
AVENUE STAMPS 

Buyers & Sellers of: 

All Serious Collections 

Better U.S., Canada, Foreign 

Duck Stamps & Postal History 

Want Lists Serviced 
Estates Purchased-Appraised 

229 East College Avenue 
Appleton, WI 54911 

Dennis R. Lemke (414) 731-4740 

continued Q!l_ preceeding ~ 

APPLETON 
STAMP & COIN SHOW 

SATURDAY, MAY 17 

10 am to 5pm 

Paper Valley Hotel 

333 West College 
Appleton, WI 

ACROSS THE FENCE, Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs Newsletter. 
Published monthly, September through June. Kirk Becker, Editor, 
1688 Shawano Av. #14, Green Bay, WI 54303. Phone, (414) 494-9696. 
Ad and copy deadline, 21st of the month. 500 copies printed. 
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